Evening Report – August 3, 2006

1. The Cougar Ace remained under tow by the tugs Sea Victory and Emma Foss at 3-4 knots northward towards Samalga Pass.  At 0900 LT today the vessel was 82 nmiles from land, and was anticipated reaching the 50 nmile distance at 1800.   At this point the FOSC has required that the RP have dispersant application equipment staged capable of applying dispersants within ten hours of notification to proceed.   

2. Final dispersant contract and protocols were put in place by the RP to obtain a C-130 and a spotter/observer plane, while the Environmental Section completed the dispersant monitoring plan which called only for Tier 1 of the SMART protocols.   A Pacific Strike Team member will travel to Alaska to serve as a dispersant effectiveness observer along with a local observer.  

3. As the Cougar Ace is towed northward, it is anticipated that pumping and reballasting of the vessel will continue to further right the vessel.  

4. The vessel is planning on catching the Aug. 5 afternoon flood tidal current through Samalga Pass, after which salvors and the naval architects will continue to monitor the stability of the vessel as it proceeds north and east to a point roughly 50 nmiles north of Unalaska Island.  At that point, the plan is to fully right the vessel and tow either to Dutch Harbor or possibly to a west coast port for further assessment.   

5. The Environmental Unit completed a very qualitative risk assessment of a number of the factors involved in the situation.  These included grounding, sinking, hull failure, tow wire failure, tug down, oil spill, collision, fire, explosion, and vessel list, in order to gain a more complete grasp of the type and magnitude of risks for the total situation.   

6. Interestingly enough, the Coast Guard naval architect at the command post came up with the conclusion that in its present condition the Cougar Ace meets the minimum stability standards for ocean going cargo vessels!

