Evening Report, August 1, 2006

Current Events:  

As of noon today the Cougar Ace was at 50-35’N, 171-04’W, having undergone a towing test, in its 60 degree list condition,  with the T/V Emma Foss.   The short  tow was successful, speaking favorably to the stricken vessel’s stability.  Shortly after, the T/V Sea Victory, the 7000 hp tug from Seattle, arrived, took over the tow, and was instructed to just keep the vessel in a holding position.  A second 7000 hp tug, the T/V Gladiator, left Seattle and will arrive on-scene this coming Saturday to assist the Sea Victory in performing a safe tow of the vessel to a port of refuge.  

Meanwhile, the assessment team will be re-boarding the Cougar Ace and commence transferring flood water from the cargo area #9 to #5 starboard ballast tank in an effort to improve its stability.  The UC is evaluating the salvor’s proposals to either right the vessel in place, alter the vessel’s list and trim in place and tow it to a port of refuge, or tow the vessel directly to a port of refuge. A port of refuge is still being evaluated but will either be Dutch Harbor or Adak Island, as both have extensive infrastructure to handle the vessel and attendant personnel.  

 After consulting with the SSC, and via the SSC with numerous other dispersant experts around the nation, the FOSC initiated the approval processing of using Corexit 9527 instead of the previously approved 9500 due to the product’s immediate availability in Anchorage.   An RRT conference call will be held Wednesday morning with the state, the EPA, and the natural resource agencies to finalize this approval.  

Since both Dutch Harbor and Adak are accessed from the north, a request was made to NOAA Seattle to begin evaluating the tidal current speeds and conditions through the various Aleutian passes that the towed vessel might have to pass through.  Preliminary information indicates that the only feasible option, due to very strong tidal currents in the other passes, is to utilize Amukta Pass, which is essentially half way between Adak and Dutch Harbor and almost due north of the present position of the vessel.   The Aleutian marine pilots will also be consulted prior to making any final selection of tow routes.   

Upcoming Events:

1. The CGC Sycamore arrived in Adak to transport the Crowley assessment team, including the new naval architect, to the Cougar Ace.

2. The places of refuge process will be worked and contingency plans developed in the event of a discharge form the vessel while enroute to and in the designated Port of Refuge. 

3. A risk assessment of the vessel’s chances of an oil release, considering its towing stability and the fact that two tugs will be handling it, will be made.   

4. The salvage team plans to conduct several more days of controlled re-ballasting, prior to initiating the tow, in earnest, when the T/V Gladiator arrives on-scene this coming Saturday.  

5. M/V Redeemer enroute to the vessel with divers and dive gear on board.  

At the Anchorage command post:
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