Resources at Risk for the Mississippi River from New Orleans to the Gulf of Mexico following Hurricane Katrina

I.
Spill Source Information 

This report was prepared on 7 September 2005. Information in the report is based on potential oil and hazardous material releases of unspecified type and quantity affecting the Mississippi River from New Orleans to the Gulf of Mexico following Hurricane Katrina.

II.
Geographic Region Covered

The area covered by this report is the Mississippi River from New Orleans to the Gulf of Mexico. This area does not necessarily correspond to actual or potential oil locations.  Consult other Hotline reports for oil location information.

III.
Shoreline Resources at Risk

The shorelines along the Mississippi River include: forested wetlands, scrub-shrub wetlands, man-made structures, riprap, and freshwater, intermediate, brackish, and saltwater marshes.

IV.
Biological Resources at Risk

Threatened and Endangered Species

Endangered fish may be present near the Orleans and Jefferson Parish line. Gulf sturgeon (federally threatened) may be present in the Mississippi River, particularly in cuts/canals near the Orleans Parish line and along the shore near Ironton, Phoenix, Happy Jack, Ostrica Lock, Bolivar Point, Boothville, and Venice.

Piping plover (federally threatened) may be wintering (Aug.-May) on islands in Pass a Loutre Wildlife Management Area (WMA) in East Bay and in Garden Bay. Brown pelican (federally endangered) nest from Nov.-Jul. in Pass a Loutre WMA.

Birds

Birds present in and along the Mississippi River occur in the following areas:

· Cuts/canals and Gulf of Mexico: lesser scaup (Oct.-Mar.)

· Freshwater, intermediate, brackish, and salt marshes: diving and dabbling ducks (Sept.-May; mottled ducks are resident and nesting)

· National Wildlife Refuges (NWR): shorebirds (Mar.-May, Jul.-Oct.)

· Near Venice: great egret (13 individuals nesting Apr.-Jul., present year-round) 

· Near West Pointe a la Hache: rare raptor (nesting Apr.-Jul., present year-round)

· Adam Bay: least tern (~ 5 individuals nesting Apr.-Sept., present Mar.-Oct.)

· Joseph Bayou: colonial waterbirds (~ 150 individuals nesting Feb.-Sept., present year-round)

· Double Bayou and across Southwest Pass in same area: black skimmer and gull-billed tern (~230 individuals nesting May-Sept., present year-round)

· Burnwood Bayou: black skimmer and Forster’s tern (~ 100 individuals nesting Mar.-Sept., present year-round)

· Sawdust Band Bayou: colonial waterbirds (~ 100 individuals nesting Feb.-Sept., present year-round)

· Fresh Water Bayou: colonial waterbirds (~ 35 individuals nesting Feb.-Sept., present year-round)

· Barrier islands in Pass a Loutre WMA: skimmers, gulls, and terns (~ 3,000 individuals nesting Mar.-Sept., present year-round)

Fish

Species present in the Mississippi River include:

	Species
	Abundance or Presence
	Months present (juveniles)
	Sensitive life-history time period for spawning, eggs, and/or larvae

	Gar (alligator, shortnose, spotted)
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Sunfish (various spp.)
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Carp (various spp.)
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Buffalo (bigmouth, black, smallmouth)
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Crappie (black, white)
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan-Dec.

	Bowfin
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Catfish
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Chubsucker, carpsucker
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Drum (freshwater, black, red)
	Present/rare
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Shad (gizzard, threadfin)
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Gulf menhaden
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Bass (largemouth, striped, white, yellow)
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.



	Longperch
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Paddlefish
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Shovelnose sturgeon
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Mullet, shiners, minnows
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Atlantic croaker
	Abundant
	Jan.-Dec.
	N/A

	Bay anchovy
	Abundant
	Jan.-Dec.
	Apr.-Oct.

	Crevalle jack
	Rare
	Jan.-Dec.
	N/A

	Seatrout (sand, spotted)
	Rare to abundant
	Jan.-Dec.
	N/A

	Sheepshead
	Common
	Jan.-Dec.
	N/A

	Silver perch
	Common
	Jan.-Dec.
	N/A

	Southern flounder
	Common
	Jan.-Dec.
	N/A

	Spot
	Rare
	Jan.-Dec.
	N/A

	Tarpon
	Rare
	Jan.-Dec.
	N/A


Several of the estuarine/marine species listed above also occur in the Gulf. Largemouth bass occur in year-round in high concentrations in rivers and in Big Mar. 

Invertebrates

Species present in the Mississippi River include:

	Species
	Abundance or Presence
	Months present (juveniles)
	Sensitive life-history time period for spawning, eggs, and/or larvae

	River shrimp
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	White river crawfish
	Present
	Jan.-Dec.
	Jan.-Dec.

	Blue crab
	Common to highly abundant
	Jan.-Dec.
	May-Jan. (in areas closer to the Gulf)

	Brown shrimp
	Common to highly abundant
	Jan.-Dec.
	May-Jan. (in areas closer to the Gulf)

	Pink shrimp
	Rare to common
	Jan.-Dec.
	May-Sept. (in areas closer to the Gulf)

	White shrimp
	Rare to abundant
	Jan.-Dec.
	May-Dec. (in areas closer to the Gulf)

	Bay squid
	Rare (occurs closer to the Gulf)
	May-Jan.
	May-Nov.

	Gulf stone crab 
	Common (near the Gulf)
	May-Jan.
	N/A


There are oyster leases in the area.

Mammals

Small furbearing mammals (e.g. raccoon, mink, muskrat, otter, and nutria) can be found throughout the wetlands.

Reptiles and Amphibians

Alligators are present and nesting in wetlands. Nesting occurs from Jun.-Aug., hatching from Aug.-Sept. Rare species of reptile or amphibian occurs in Chalmette.

Essential Fish Habitat 

Essential Fish Habitat occurs in Gulf of Mexico estuaries for: brown shrimp, white shrimp, red drum, Spanish mackerel, and bluefish.

V.
Human-Use Resources at Risk

This is a major commercial shipping channel. The Port of New Orleans covers an extensive area along sections of the area covered in this report.

Management areas located on or near the Mississippi River include:

· Salvador State WMA

· Bayou Segnette State Park

· St. Bernard State Park

· English Turn Wilderness Park

· Delta-Breton NWR

· Pass a Loutre WMA

There are numerous boat ramps, marinas, and airports in the region. Recreational fishing occurs extensively throughout the area.

